SCHEDULING LINK COURSES

TIPS AND TRICKS
Link courses are used ONLY for initial student scheduling (both walk-in scheduler and SCH.610  auto-scheduler). Once the link course (eg: ZEN1011) explodes, the regular courses within the link appear (eg: EN10 and EN11) with special link fields that are used when scheduling those courses.

A link course must be created in SCH.310 (Course definitions). A student must request this link course in order for it to be identified to the schedular  ... You can include link courses in your bubble sheets, or use SCH.650 to mass change!

It is a GOOD IDEA to start all your link definitions (SCH.310) with the ‘Z’ character. That way they are easily identified in your lists and onscreen.

Uses of Linked Courses:

=================

· DO NOT USE LINKS to satisfy pre-requisites for the scheduler so that Math 10 is scheduled for the student before Math 11 if  both courses are requested in the same year. This is called link type ‘L’ (courses linked to specific term). It is a MUCH better idea to use SCH.651 (define once) and SCH.652 (execute).
· To stream students to alike courses. If a teacher teaches Physics Sec1 as well as Chemistry Sec6 and wants to assure that if a student has both courses and gets Physics Sec1 that he also be assigned to that same teacher for Chemistry, then a link can be created to make sure the scheduler schedules the students for Sec6 of Chem if it assignes Sec1 of  Physics. This is a link type ‘M’ (as input on the master schedule), then a Match Group Number must be identified on the alike course and sections in SCH.320.

· To accommodate fake “part courses”. If you teach band and art in one semester, band one part of the semester followed by art AND you want the students to travel in the same groups from Art to Band, then a link between the 2 courses can be created in SCH.310 called ZBAAR9. This is a link type ‘M’ (as input on the master schedule). In SCH.320 input an alike match group number between appropriate sections. 
· To balance student timetables, ie: Take English first semester, Math second semester … This is called a 'C'ouplet link. 

Sample ‘M’ Link

============

Band 9 and Art 9. Both courses must be taken in a semester. Sec 1 of Band9 must move to Sec 1 of Art9, Sec2 of Band9 must move to Sec2 of Art9.

1. Create a ZBAAR9 link in SCH.310

· CourseId = ZBAAR9

· Title = BAND9/ART9

· Scheduling link = ‘Y’

· Auto-generate = ‘N’

· NO other fields matter, press ENTER

· skip pre-requisites screen ENTER

· At the course scheduling link screen

  District   083              School   030         Course   ZBAAR9      BAND/ART9

  TERM1         TERM2            TERM3        TERM4

  BAND9        ________          _______       _______

  ART9          _________        ________      ________

       .                          .                         .                   .

   Type of Link?    M

· Since Match Type M is selected, term selection is irrelevant. Simply enter the BAND9 and ART9 in term1. (ENTER)
2. Create your appropriate course and sections for Band9 and Art9 (SCH.320). For Band9 section 1 and Art9 section 1 the “Match Group Number” field must have a similar number (eg: 91).  Similarly indicate a match group number of  92 on both Band9 & Art9 section 2.

3. Use SCH.650 to remove all students who have ART9 and BAND9 and replace it with the ZBAAR9 link course.

                                                           Mass Change Course Requests

                                                         Print Audit:  Y    **make sure to change this to Y to get a report

                                                        Class:            __       of what students were changed

            Locate this combination                                        Create this combination

Remove  Course  Type  Sec                                              Course    Type  Sec

    Y        BAND9                                                             ZBAAR9  R

    Y        ART9                                                                ________

· This screen says to “look for anyone who has both BAND9 and ART9 regardless of type/section and remove both, AND add ZBAAR9 instead.
ALWAYS select to re-establish links SCH.684 after running mass changes (as above).

Sample 'C'ouplet Link

================

Don't get crazy on too many link combinations. If you set one up for say Math and Science and potentially a second for English /Social  … then everything else will balance around this.

1. SCH.310 - setup link course 
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4/13/06 FY 05 TAKE TWO INC. 12:55:09 QPADEV0003
SMS Courses Ref: SCH.310 .11
Course ZMASCY Title MA/SCI10F District 444 School 001

Minimum Students required to offer this course: ! 5 Clear these 2 fields to
Usual number of students per section: 25 inactivate course

Scheduling Link Only? Y

Length of Course is 1 Term(s), beginning in Term(s) 1 _ _ _
Mark "X" for EXAM Term o __
Automatically generate requests for selected students?

Include in Conflict Matrix? N
Include in Catalog? N
Grade Level:
Mode: Add F3=Exit F4=Index F5=Reset F12=Cancel
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4/13/06 FY 05 TAKE TWO INC. 12:56:26 QPADEV0003
SMS Course Scheduling Link Ref: SCH.312 .11
District: 444 School: 001 Course: ZMASCY MA/SC10F
Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4
MAT10F SCI10F

Type of Link? C
None. (Preferred Term Only).

L = Linked to specified term.
C = Couplet linked to any available term.
M = Matched Group Link.
Cancel? [
MA  a 23/075
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SCH Mass Change Course Reguests Ref: SCH.B50P.01
District: 444
School: 001
Print Audit: Y
Class : 10
Locate this combination: Create this combination
Remove Course Ty Sec Tr Grad Link Grades Course Ty Sec Tr Grad Link Grades
Y MAT1OF _ _ _  _  _ ZMASCY R o
y sciaer _ __ _  _  _ _ - - - =z
Grad = Graduation Requirement
Link = Linkage code Item.
Grades = Grading information Item.
Ty = Course Type P R CA E.
Tr = Preferred Term.

Grad, Link, & Grades are transferred by matching item numbers
Any items left blank will not be transferred

F3=Exit F4=Index F5=Reset F12=Cancel
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[F Colr Loser ek 2500 PCL 6 on DOTA_00T



 

If you are a two term school as above, indicate one of the courses in the 1st semester and the other in the second … order does not matter. Make sure to identify this as a 'C'ouplet.

2. Mass Change all Grade 10 students who hve MA10F and SCI10F  to the new link course


*** RUN SCH.684 to re-establish links ** Utility Program

For new students - use the new link course(s) when adding in their course requests. 

Start course with a Z


Indicate Title


Indicate Scheduling link 'Y'





.. None of  the other fields on the screen matter for link courses
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